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This Month’s Topic: Return on Investment to Students, Society, and Taxpayers 
 

Overview: Recently, the Economic Modeling Specialists International (EMSI) Company completed a study 

exploring the economic value of the San Bernardino Community College District (SBCCD).  The report 

referenced above assesses the impact of SBCCD on the regional economy as well as the benefits for students, 

taxpayers, and society.  The district’s service region was defined as San Bernardino and Riverside counties for 

this report.  The following data sources were used in the study: academic and financial reports from SBCCD for 

the 2013-2014 year, industry and employment data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and U.S. Census 

Bureau, outputs of EMSI’s impact model and EMSI’s Social Accounting Matrix (SAM) model, and a variety of 

published research relating to educational and social behavior.  The SAM model was used to calculate the 

return on investment for students, society, and taxpayers. 

 

Findings: The San Bernardino Community College District (SBCCD) influences the lives of students, society, and 

the regional economy. 

 

Students 

 Associate degree completers will earn approximately $1.5 million dollars over their working lifetime, 

$373,000 more than someone with a high school diploma 

 For every $1 that an SBCCD student invests on their education they will receive $3.50 in higher future 

earnings 

Society 

 Over their working lives, SBCCD’s 2013-14 student population will increase the state’s economic base by 

$2.9 billion 

 As SBCCD students achieve higher levels of education, they are statistically more likely to develop good 

health habits resulting in savings of $29.9 million in medical treatment related to smoking, alcoholism, 

obesity, drug abuse, and mental disorders 

 As a result of their SBCCD education, students are also less likely to require earnings assistance and to 

commit crimes resulting unemployment and law enforcement savings of over $20 million 

 For every $1 spent on SBCCD students in 2013-2014, society as a whole in California will receive a 

cumulative value of $12.50 

Taxpayers 

 Over an SBCCD’s student’s working lives, state and local government will collect a present value of 

approximately $218 million in the form of higher tax receipts 

 For every $1 of public money spent on SBCCD, taxpayers receive a cumulative return of $3.30 over the 

course of students’ working lives in the form of higher tax receipts and public sector savings 

 

Possible Implications: SBCCD Strategic Plan Goal 2, Enrollment and Access, seeks to increase access to higher 

education for populations in our region.  Some of the information on the return on investment highlighted here 

can be used to help increase student enrollments with marketing efforts.  Equally important, SBCCD Strategic 

Plan Goal 3, Partnerships of Strategic Importance, seeks to invest in strategic relationships and collaborate with 

partners in higher education, PK-12 education, business and workforce development, government, and other 

community organizations.  The information on the return of investment to society and taxpayers can be used to 

help develop and improve those relationships. 
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